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2008/2009 
Rally Calendar & Wagon Masters 

April 24 & 25, 2009 
Homecoming Rally 
Land Yacht Harbor, Lacey, WA 
Jim & Meghann Hurst 
 
June 4 thru June 7, 2009 
FMCA NW Rally 
Albany, OR 
 
June 19 & 20, 2009 
Wine Country RV Resort 
Prosser, WA 
David & Jill Riker 
Gary & Kathryn Reid 
 

August 14 & 15, 2009 
American Sunset RV Park 
Westport, WA 
Bob & Jill Preston 
Robert & Anne Crippen 
 

September 18 & 19, 2009 
Hartstine Island 
Shelton, WA 
Larry & Jan Darling  
Jim & Karin Rutt 

October 16 & 17, 2009 
Land Yacht Harbor 
Lacey, WA  
GARV Executive Board Members 
 
     

                        

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!  

Call, write or e -mail us with your questions 

or comments. The GARV Board.  

If you know of a member that needs some 

SUNSHINE  please contact Irma Harris . 

Email:  irmajharris@peoplepc.com 

 

 

Spring 2009 President's Message 

 
Well, it has been quite a winter.  Rain, a bit of Wind, Snow, Snow again 
and more Snow again.  Itôs been tough.  The normal yearly average is just 

over 11ò and after the last dose of winter in March we had received over 

35ò.  Boy, are we looking forward to Spring and better RVing weather. 

 

As we sit down to write this message, we realize that it is our last 

Presidents Message, what a quick year this has been. Homecoming in 

April will bring the election of new officers.  The nominating committee 

will present nominations for President, Vice President, 2nd Vice 

President (Rallymaster), Secretary, Treasurer, FMCA National Director 

and Assistant National Director.  There will also be nominations for 3 

members of the Nominating Committee for next year.  Please consider 

this opportunity to become involved in the GARV Club. 
 

The GARV Club has been in existence for 16 years and this year we have 

seen and realized more changes to the RV industry than ever before.  The 

closings of many manufacturers is very difficult and the unfortunate sign 

of the economic downturn we have all experienced.  We want to thank all 

our club members for their continued support and attendance at rallies as 

the cost of the events and fuel continue to increase.  

 

The upcoming Rally locations are posted and the Information and 

Registration Flyers will be available on the club website prior to each 

rally. Remember to check the club website often at www.garvclub.com 
for all of this information and many other useful tips and photos of our 

events. 

 

Cheryl and I have been lucky to serve with a great Board this year. Our 

sincere thank you goes out to our Vice President; Jim and Meghann 

Hurst; 2nd Vice President; David and Jill Riker, Secretary; Eunice and 

LeRoy Johnson, Treasurer; Robyn and Carolyn Moore, National Director; 

Jerry and Judie Lehenbauer; and Assistant National Director; Dave and 

Mary Osborne. 

 

Here is to a recovering economy, safe RVing and attending all of the 

ñGreatò American RV rallies put together by the fantastic members of 
this Club in 2009!  

 

Jeff and Cheryl Whetzel 

 

 

 

"If you see someone without a smile, give them one of 

yours" 

 
 

mailto:irmajharris@peoplepc.com
http://www.garvclub.com/
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Club Officers 
President 

Jeff & Cheryl Whetzel 
360-863-6292 

whetzeljl@comcast.net 

1st Vice-President 
Jim & Meghann Hurst 

360-438-0465 
j_mhurst@msn.com 

2nd V.P./Rallymaster 
Dave & Jill Riker 
253-874-2621 

driker7@comcast.net 
Secretary 

Leroy & Eunice Johnson 
360-829-0545 

smokey@tx3.net 

Treasurer 
Robyn & Carolyn Moore 

360-866-2228 
moorerlcl@comcast.net 

FMCA National Director 
Jerry & Judie Lehenbauer 

425-883-6873 
jjlehenbauer@yahoo.com 
Alt National Director 
Dave & Mary Osborn 

253-838-1272 
dmosborn@comcast.net 

                                                                     

 
 

 

Fidalgo Bay, March 2009 

 

"The only thing we have to fear is fear 

itself"  

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

 
 
 

GARV Homecoming 2009 
 

Hi everyone!  Now is the time to get 

ready for Homecoming, 2009 at Land 

Yacht Harbor in Lacey!!  The theme 

will be the Roaring 20ôs.  So, you 

"Hotsy -Totsy's", get your flapper 

"threads" , hats and beads, and 

"D udes", get your pin-striped suits, 

winged tip shoes and fedoras!  The 

hall will be decorated as a big ñspeak 

easyò, with a "chopper squad" at the 

door complete with ñTommy gunsò.  

Of course youôll need a password to 

get in.  If you forget it, no doubt 

there will be a ñlowlifeò lurking 

about that will tell you, but don't 

"toot the wrong ringer".  However, I heard that 

"gunsels" can be bribed with "bathtub hooch" since 

prohibition is in full swing!  We are planning to bring in a 

big band to play the 20ôs, 30ôs and 40ôs favorites, so you 

"H oofers" can "shake a leg".  The dinner on Saturday 

night will be catered.  As always, we will have classes, 

vendors and any other surprises to keep you entertained.  

Homecoming dates for 2009 are April 23
rd

 thru the 26
th

, 

and you should have received your signup sheet by now 

or it is on the GARV  website.  So come join us, it's only a 

"C note" plus a "sawbuck".  
 

 

 
FMCA National Directorôs Report 

 

Things are heating up for the 2009 FMCA Northwest Area Rally in 

Albany, Oregon this coming June 4th through the 7th.  Judie and I are 

responsible for getting exhibitors this year and have booked over 50% of 

the booths.  Wine Country RV Resort, Brazils, Cummins, Badges óR ôUs, 

Countryside Interiors, Outdoor Resorts, Davis Cabinets and Mary 

Moppins are some of the vendors who will be at the rally. 
 

Additionally, Great American RV Club has volunteered to assist 

Olympic Snowbirds with food service.  Ask any of those who attended 

last year and they can tell you we really had a good time.   Look at a back 

issue of our newsletter for a great montage of pictures George Pirie put  

together showing us at the rally last year.  We did have fun!  We are 

hoping you will sign up to attend once again this year.  You can access 

forms at the www.fmca.com  website.  Questions?  Call or email me or 

Judie, (425)999-6503 or jerrylehenbauer@me.com 

 

Jerry & Judie Lehenbauer 

 

mailto:dmosborn@comcast.net
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Mexico.......February 2009 with 

Frank & Patty Schneider  

What a fun two weeks in Puerto Penasco!!!! 
25 coaches joined our caravan this year and you 

could almost have called it a "GARV gathering" 

because so many of you joined in. 

 

Our activities change every year, but one of the 

things we love to repeat is our  "Brown Bag 

Lunch Auction". 

This is where the lady of the coach makes a lunch 

for two & it is "sold" to the highest bidder, and 

she then lunches with the winner. 

Well, this year we took in $1,170 ...... WOW ...... 

and we gave it ALL  to the local retirement home. 
 

As we delivered the money to the home they said 

they had needed $800 to repair their roof ........ so 

you can imagine how good we felt making this 

come true for them. 

 

Other highlights of our great two weeks were: 

Å Visiting the tequila factory & tasting at least 12 

different ones.....yes, there is a major difference.  

 

Å One evening we solved a Murder Mystery at 

"MargaritaLand" ......what a hoot of a nite !!!!!!! 

 
Å "Wahdingers" were again a great hit.....most of 

you know this experience 

 

Å The golf group again got to play at  the "Mayan 

Palace" for just  $55.....what a deal! 

 

Å and .........of course we sang Karaoke at the 

"Black Dog"  

 

Ask anyone that went if they had a good 

time.....but, remember don't ask  

too much because our motto is: "What happens 

in Mexico....stays in Mexico". 
 

Hope you can join us some year!  

             

 

A Time for Self Reliance 

 
This has been a traumatic period for the recreational vehicle 

industry, with 11 major manufacturers either closing or declaring 

bankruptcy.  The latest in the Northwest are Monaco and Country 
Coach, who have shut down operations while seeking refinancing 

and restructuring.  How or if they will come out of this is 

anybody's guess, but you can be absolutely certain that the RV 

industry will never be the same.  While our initial reaction might 
be that we  weren't going to buy a new motorhome anyway, the 

true reality is that a generation of talent in the design, production 

and support of the recreational vehicle lifestyle has been 
terminated.  The secondary markets that supply systems and parts 

no longer have the customer base they once had and are trying to 

figure out what to do.  Our dilemma as owners is that the industry 
that answered our questions, supplied our parts and repaired our 

coaches when the problem was too much for the dealer is just not 

there anymore.  The dealers try to repair coaches, but they can't 

know everything about all makes and models and their parts supply 
will dwindle as well. 

While I don't have a solution to everything, I do know that within 

our club and to a degree the extended RV community, owners like 
ourselves have all had problems and many have solved the same 

problem you may need help with.  All of us together will have to 

help each other until this mess sorts itself out.  Good coach 

maintenance is not a luxury, but a necessity. You must take care of 
your coach to keep it working properly and above all safely.  So 

when you have a problem, ask someone; maybe we can help, or 

know of someone who can.   Above all don't neglect the normal 
maintenance and take a chance or you will be the one sitting along 

the side of the road without the proverbial "paddle". 

 

Tech Tip 
Since this is the beginning of Spring and hopefully a fun motor 
homing season.  I thought I'd point out something most people 

ignore, but can really bite you when you least expect it.  All the 

time your refrigerator is running on propane, you have hot gases 
venting through the refrigerator exhaust stack.  The hot gases and 

moisture over time develop rust on the inside of the stack.  The 

subtle vibration and bumps that the coach experiences when you 

are driving down the road will break the pieces of rust loose and 
they fall to the bottom of the propane burner box.  If enough rust 

pieces build up or pieces fall on the electric propane igniter, the 

propane function of the refrigerator will not work and the 
refrigerator will start beeping a failure mode at you.  The burner 

box is easily accessible after removing the exterior refrigerator 

panel.  It's on the right side of the opening, you remove one screw, 
slide the box forward and vacuum it out.  Just don't change the 

burner draft adjustment.  It's the round hole on the burner cover 

with a small adjustable plate partially covering the hole.  Problem 

solved!  Better yet, don't wait till it fails, do it now while you're 

thinking about it and you're good for the year. 
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Mexico Medicine 

As your Treasurer I should be looking for 
places to save money, right? Actually, 

savings are now hung up in the IRAs, 

401(k)s and savings banks, hoping for better 
returns.  All we can do is hang on and hope.

  

Another place to save, if you must spend 

money on medical needs, is to head to 

Algadones, Mexico.  This is a little village 
near Yuma, Arizona (stay in Yuma).  Here, 

you can get eye glasses, dental work, and 

various medicines at significant savings.  
Almost makes it worth the while to drive or 

even fly South for a week or two.  Biggest 

drawback is standing in line for nearly two 

hours to get back into the US.   Example is 
an eye exam and two pairs of glasses with 

progressive lenses for less than $125 (in two 

hours).  Dental work includes complete set of 
dentures for under $1,000.  Most procedures 

and devices are less than 1/4 the cost in US.  

The doctors and staff are very professional 
and some are from schools in the US.  

Medicines are at ridiculously low prices 

compared to US.  Makes you wonder what 

we pay for.  Standing in the proverbial line to 
get back into the US, you get to talk to many 

people, mostly retired senior citizens, about 

their experience and it has always been 

positive, no matter what they have had done. 

These are actual savings.  If you are 

interested in genuine hand crafted silver 

jewelry, go to ñThe Mineò.  No junk.  Good 

prices. 

And the alcohol is pretty cheap too, except 
you only get to bring back 1 liter per person, 

so take a friend or two. 

By the way, we saw no evidence of violence 

or any reason not to go to this town.  The 
Mexican people are eager for the tourist 

dollar and they police their own to make it 

safe for the Americans 

Robyn Moore 

 

 

From the Grapevine 

 

I'm tired of snow, tired, tired, tired.  There I've said it and 

we'll move on.  The Club is looking forward to a fun series 

of rallies for 2009, and we're now involved in looking for 

rally sites for 2010 and 2011.  If any of you have a favorite 

spot in the Northwest that we have missed or one that you 

would like to return to for a rally, let someone on the Board 

know. 

 While I'm tired of snow, I'm also tired of people 

telling me about how nice it is at 90 degrees in Tucson or 

Yuma, especially when I'm not there.  Oh well, maybe next 

year.  Meghann & Jim Hurst have been working hard 

putting together the Roaring 20's Homecoming.  As you 

may have noticed we're down to a single catered meal.  The 

retrenchment in the RV industry is hitting everyone and the 

support that we had in the past is just not possible in this 

market.  However no one can put a damper on the fun we 

have and we will have that in abundance.  We will go on 

and we'll have enough good cheer and memories to get by.   

I have included in this Newsletter an article from Frank 

and Patti Schneider about their rally at Puerto Penasco.  

From all of the bits and pieces that I have heard from 

people that were there it was a fun time without any of the 

problems that we are hearing about from the border towns. 

 Ardyth Garchow has been keeping scrapbooks of all 

of the GARV activities since the inception of the club.  In 

the last couple of years she hasn't been getting photographs 

from the rally's to put in the scrapbook.  Ardyth says she 

isn't the best when it comes to the computer and digital 

photographs and she would be grateful if members sent 

here 3x5 or 4x6 printed copies or pictures on a CD that can 

be directly printed out.  You can contact Ardyth at Ardyth 

Garchow, P. O. Box 1573, Gig Harbor, WA. 98335-3573. 

Her e-mail address is: giggarchow@hotmail.com. 

 We've got another outstanding Rally planned in 

June at the Wine Country RV Resort in Prosser, WA.  

Prosser is in the heart of the Washington wine region with 

many fine wineries located close to the RV Park.  We had 

an exceptional mini-rally there last June and decided that 

we would host a Club rally there this year.  David & Jill 

Riker and Gary and Kathryn Reid are planning a fun rally 

complete with the "Taco Wagon" that was so popular last 

year.  So save June 19th and 20th on your calendar, and if 

that isn't enough time for all you want to see, I'm sure a 

few of us will be staying over for a longer dose of fun in the 

sun.   
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Rallymaster Report 
February Rally 

February brought us to the Fidalgo Bay RV 

Resort.  This RV Park sits on the waterfront and 

is located close to Anacortes and LaConner.  23 

coaches with 47 attendees enjoyed a 3 day rally 

hosted by Jim and Meghann Hurst and George 
and Glenda Pirie.  As wagonmasters they outdid 

themselves, providing all home cooked meals.  

On Saturday night a ñPink Elephant Sweet 

Exchangeò took place.  Not all exchanges were 

edible; Iôll leave the rest to your imagination.  

Letôs just say all who participated had many 

laughs.    

March Rally 

The March rally is being held in Hoodsport at the 

Rest-A-While RV Park.  This rally has 29 

coaches with 59 attendees planning to attend.  

Wagonmasters are Al & Nona Carter and Jerry & 
Judie Lehenbauer.  They have a great weekend 

planned (this report is in advance of the rally) 

with good food and opportunities to engage in 

some casino games.   

Other Notes 

The February and March rallies had participation 

levels well above expectations. This shows how 

much our membership enjoys getting out in there 

RVôs and meeting up with friends even in the 

winter.  For those who leave the Pacific 

Northwest to find sunny skies, we look forward 
to meeting up with you again at this yearôs 

Homecoming event in April. 

This is the last Rallymaster report from the 

Rikerôs. We have had the pleasure of serving on 

the GARV Club Board for the past four years. It 

has been a great experience, and we have 

established many friends within the club during 

this time.  The support of our club members has 

been tremendous as demonstrated by those of you 

have volunteered to be wagonmasters for the 

GARV rallies.   Thanks everyone for your 
support and help.  We will continue to see you at 

future rallies. 

 

Lake Chelan Caravan & Mini Rally 

 

 For the fourth year in a row, we plan to leave 

Homecoming on Sunday and caravan to 

beautiful Lake Chelan- Lakeshore RV Park.  Plan 

to stay at least 4 nights through April 29th . 

Rumor has it there will be a memorable birthday 

party to help Jill Riker celebrate her 50th. 
First ï Call Lake Chelan and make your 

reservations at 509-682-8023. Ask for a site in 

Area ñEò at the lake end and mention the GARV 

Club and the Rikers. 

Second ï Notify the Rikers of your reservations 

at driker7@comcast.net or 253-874-2621. 

GARV Project  
I have an idea for a service or volunteer project for our GARV Club. 

I recently read an article in the March 2007 Highways magazine 

about a club that makes headwarmers and coolers for our service 

people stationed overseas in Iraq and Afghanistan. I think 

it is something our Club could do and I need your feedback. 

They make long, thin neck coolers and 7-inch round head coolers from 

tea-dyed muslin or sand colors. Neck and head coolers are filled with 

special polymer crystals that when wet expand to 100 times their original 

size and stay chilly enough to offer relief from intense heat. The coolers 

can be dried, remoistened and reused repeatedly. 

For cold-weather days, helmet liners are crocheted or knitted from 
yarn to keep soldiersô heads warm inside their helmets. Camouflage 

colors are used ï synthetic or wool yarn (wool is warmer but will 

shrink when washed). Instructions are available for single or double 

crochet as well as knitted. 

They also make little teddy bears from brightly colored cloth that the 

troops share with Iraqi children. 

The Rock City Sams of Arkansas put together care packages, each 

with a neck cooler, head cooler, helmet liner and little bear bundled 

in a zippered plastic bag . Each care package was sent in a fabric bag 

(made by these same ladies) that included notes of expressions of love 

and gratitude, a promise of prayers for safety and an email contact 
address. 

So, what do you think? I would be glad to head this up. We would 

need volunteers to make the coolers and warmers and donations of 

yarn and fabric. We could work on these as we travel as well as form 

work parties with members who live close to each other and put 

together the care packages at our rallies. Let me know if you are 

interested and we will go from there. 

 

Karen Roberts 253-875-3596 kdventures@msn.com  
 

 

 
 

 
 

GARV Website 

Our webmaster is Jim Hurst j_mhurst@msn.com. The Club website is 

garvclub.com. Check for the latest information. 
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GARV Trailer  

 

The GARV Board has decided to sell the Club 

trailer since we no longer use it to support rallies.  

The Board also decided to offer it first to any 
Club member who might want to purchase it, 

before offering it for public sale.  We have 

included three pictures of the trailer.

  
 

The contents are not included in the sale.  If you are interested contact a 

Board member.  If you want to see the Trailer contact Jim Hurst @ 

j_mhurst@msn.com  

or 360-438-0465 
   
Some pictures of Rest-A While RV Park during the Winter 2007 rain and 

mud slide. 

 

When the rains started the creek began to rise, but 

it did not look too bad - at first !!! 

 

 

It was not long before it was overflowing the banks 

and starting to spread.  That power box on the pole is 3' high. 
 

Check out the rest of the pictures in the office the next time you check in. 

Pictures courtesy of Chuck Souter 

 

 


