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Greetings fellow Great American RVers! It seems to me that

August 14 & 15, 2009 we transitioned straight from Winter to Summer thie a r é
American Sunset RV Park not that | 0m complaining! Th
Westport, WA like a little kid waiting for the gates to open at Disneyland;
Robert & Anne Crippen l 0m just itching to get Dbehin
Bob & Jacque Lowe embrace the open road. | & m
John & Linda Haley aBBinalbxcar, can we go now, hu
September 18 & 19, 2009 We had a
Hartstine Island GREAT time )
Shelton, WA at our 2009
Larry & Jan Darling Homecoming
Jim & Karin Rutt Rally. Aside
October 16 & 17, 2009 from a small
Land Yacht Harbor tsrl:érg]rﬁraﬁie
Lacey, WA to our speak
GARYV Executive Board Members
easy when a
— i G-nan tied
= - to make his
way in
without the
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOQOU! proper credentials.
Call, write or e -mail us with your questions Once again | was taken abdmk the overwhelming
or comments. The GARV Board. participation; the costumes and the great attitudes that made

this event something Meghann and | will cherish for many

If you know of a member that needs some
y years to come.

SUN.S/-{//NE. plef':lse contact Irma Harris | 6 d like to takeomebuinewang por t u
Email: irmajharris@peoplepc.com

: , returning GARVBoardmembers. Stepping in asir
Duane and Karen Roberts are planning a trip t Vice-President ar& d Glenda Pirie. L d
the Midwest this fall. We are planning to leave 'Ce_' resigent ar eorge. an enda Fire, Leroy .an
aboutSeptember 27, 2009 and head east to Eunice Johnson are staying on as Secretary, Robin and
North Dakota through Idaho and Montana the Carolyn Moore are still our T
Séokllltfr‘]thmughds_omh Dakota, NEbfaShka’dKr?”S punishment), Jerry antudieL e henbauer are Th
ahoma and into Texas. We may head homdll - F\ic A Directors and fially Dave and Mary Osborn as our
from there or go on to Yuma for the winter. .
alternate FMCA Directors. | want to really thank each of you
If you would like to join us please give us a callf| for being part of a great team and keeping ©luib vibrant
at 253-8753596. The agenda is still in the and fun. I must also i nform
planning stages so suggested places to see arl  resign their position due to personal s Davidand Jill
stay are encouraged. Riker have agreed to stay onRally Mastes for the next
two rally's, andGarryand Kathryn Reid have volunteered to
be Rally Masters for the remainder of the year.



mailto:irmajharris@peoplepc.com

As to the future; we had our firBoard
meeting and discussed seaddtems.
There are two thin
specifically share with you. First, for
those of you unable to attend the Gener
Membership meeting at Homecoming
Rally; you should
rallies may look and feel a little different
in the future. Several factors are
contributing to the fact that income to
fund these big rallies has significantly
declined. What this means is less
catering and perhaps less elaborate
entertainment. No one has talked about
significantly increasing the big rally fee
to our memINOT s so
entertaining that as an option for now.
Our smaller rallies without the big
entertainment and catering costs are
carrying their expenses very well so |
dondt see any chan
for the foreseeable future.

The second thing I
you from ourBoardmeeting was the
notion of looking for other parks to host
our two big rallies. Not that The Land
Yacht Harbor has been anything but
wonderful, but we are ready for a chang
That coupled with thé&ct that we are
only getting 60 to 70 coaches for the big
rallies may open up the opportunity to
explore other venues. We already have
signed agreements for at least the next
year, so please do
have the fABuddy Ra
Feahers this fall; but it does gives us
time to explore other possibilities.

Your Boardwelcomes your input for
these é fAinitiatiyv
forward to discussing them with you at
the rallies this summer. Of course you
can also send any one of tAReard
members an email where we can easily
manage your ideas appropriatel.

Please have a safe and healthy summel.

Thanks again for making Meghann and
part of the greatest club on earth.

As we used to say on the Harley rides,
Afkeep the shiny si
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Family Motor Coach Association

— For Motorhome Owners
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The FMCANW Area Rally in Albany June 7" was a huge success! We

had 557 coaches in attendance and 71 vendors displaying their wares! Of
the registered attendees, 210 were -firmers! Among the attendees
were several National Officers, President Connie Pool, National Vice

In celebration of our President WesternArea, Bobby Donald, National Vice President

50th Wedd/'ng International Area, Sonny Gilesepie, Western Area Regional Vice
B President, Alice Bernard, Western Area Secretary, Shirley Smith and
Anniversary Past National Vice President of the NW Area, Donzella Leahy.

Attendees were &ed to contribute to the Linn County Community Food
Bank and over one ton of ngerishable food was collected. Thanks to

You are invited to join all who contributed.
Duane & Karen Roberts Our GARV Club was well represented with the following: Fred and
Carol Royce, Ralph and Coleen Schmitt, Fran and Andy Andrews, Jerry
Saturday JU/}_/25’ 2009 and Kay Frisbee, Carol and Jim Enden, Tom and Linda Miller, Larry and
1:00 p.m. ul. ... Jan Darling, Karen and Duane Roberts, Anne and Régrpen, Tom

and Jay Baxter, Eunice and Leroy Johnson, Mike and
Meri Schneider, Chuck and Carol Sissons, Bob Lolcama, George and

22619 -32nd Ave. E. Diane Allen, Nancy and Dick Woodhouse, Don and Gwen Dowdell, Char
and Rick Knowles and Dave and Lynda Steinman, hopefullydlch 6t mi s

Spanaway, WA anybody. Ralph and Sharon Andrews were there courtesy of Blue Ox

253 -875 -3596 who flew them in to work their booth. Some of these folks attended and

volunteered with a club other than GARV but all are members of GARV
and we were very happy to see thertha rally. We do appreciate Dave
and Lynda Steinman organizing our assistance with serving food, and
No presents please serve food we did! We were told we served 1100 people on Friday night
in less than 50 minutes! That i s
food, prepp ed again by Burtondés Cateri.
Robertsdidafii ri s fol dingo card craft cl
out success and Judie is hoping she will do this class at one of our GARV
rallies. All the vendors we had signed up were sgdaith their sales or
service, asvas Roger Berke the Aqua Hot service man who was booked
solid the entire 4 days of the rally. We thank Carol Enden for her part in
doing the Chapter Fair for GARV, our table was beautiful, patriotic and
well attended amh we congratulate Mike and Meri Schneider who wdn 1
Place for their display for their Reigning Rex Club. We also thank Chuck
Sissons who gallantly found the owners of a little lost dog who ran away
during a thunder antightning storm. Judie, Chuck andtook turns
walking the pup in hopes the owner would be out looking for him and
luckily, Chuck found the owner, or should | say the owners found Chuck!
Anyway, a happy ending just when | was thinking we just might end up
with 3 dogs!

The Northwest Areavill host the International Convention in Redmond,
OR in 2010 and Judie and | will attend a planning meeting for that rally
this September. More on that in the Fall newsletter.

The business meeting Sunday morning was well attended and dealt with
election of Arvin Spofford, Sr. VP; Bud Fouts, VP Position 3; Kathie
Balogh, Secretary to the NW Area and Les Ferguson, Beth Harrington
and Jim Phillips to the Nominating Committ@éhe most pressing issue
that came up is thiact that Medex is not currently imé FMCA budget

for 2010without a dues increase. All in attendance were against a dues
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increase and felt it vital that FMCA investigate
avenues other than Medex, ieSKYMED for
one. Medex is the most expensive progra
FMCA offers. | found it interestmthat Medex is
not considered #dAinsur
the State so access to usage and other data is
available unless Medex6 wa nto sriake it
available Nor are theates regulated as they ar¢

RV Tire Safety
A couple of months ago | replaced all of the tires on my motorhome.

M didn't do it because of wear. @&ed on tread life, | probably could

gotten another 5 years of use. |did it becauseimfe. Rubber

suppliers suggest replacingll rubber items at leagtvery ten years
There's a lot of rubbepartson a motorhome, but few have the day

with mostinsurance programs. To date, Medex ryining impact of a tire failure. | used to think the downside was some
has offered FMCA very little data and in essence fiperglass damage and you sit on the side of the road for four or five

issay ng, Otake it oMCAIlse
taking the position that their only leverage i
6l eave 1 td and | ook

This issue will be hotly contested at the Nation
Convenion in Bowling Green, Kentucky in July.

Oalblowdul on @idhtt frént tifed He weér off Bf thé Bad, &léWn a slope

the doctors have aputated his leg The real sad parts that his

I will keep you all apprised of the latest as | hear prother, his girl friend and his German Shepherd dog; who do the golf
tour with him, were killed. This was a large motorhome with a tag axle

it.

President Judy Keppler announced that the
ecti

Nati onal Of ficerds el
GoverningBoard meeting in Bowling Green on
July 20". As GARV has no delegate attending
this convention, we will have no vote on this.
The GoverningBoardbooklet may be viewed at:
www.fmca.com at 135 pages is too long to print
but viewable and worth reading through t
become fantiar with voting procedures at the
National level. She did however requeg
recommendations for candidates to be consider
by the newly elected President at Bowling Gree
The list includes: chaplain, Constitution an
Bylaws Committee, Finance Committe
Government and Legislative Affairs Committeg
Magazine Panel, Marketing Strategy, Policy an
Procedure, Risk Management, Technic
Advisory Committee and Youth Activities
Committee. If interested, please submit a resur
to me as soon as possible. Tahahosen will be
reviewed by the newly elected President fq
consideration. These positions require attendar
at all Area, National and International

and the front end was completely destroyed. None of the occupants

Bl oBernes™ . €Y

do know is that the importance ddoking after your tires cannot be

a Pefefofates withtimeNtifed on Mmdtothbnedilledd outbefore they will
NGkear out and mine were seven years old. Most tire and rubber product

a durs Whiledthe Coaéhdre’ pfoPlié figute olit how to get you a new tire
P This montha pro golfer driving a class A motorhome in Mississippi had

fl and hit a tree. He is now in the hospital with a fractured eye socket and

» were wearing seat belts. | guess my concern about 5 hours by the side
d of the road seems pretty insignificant now. | don't know anything about
Al speedhis tires, their age, how often he checked their pressure. What |

€over emphasized. You may be able to stretch their life for a while, but is

it really worth it. Most tire failures will cat you more than new tires

I will, maybe your life.
ce

conventions. Call or email me if you have
guestions about this or any other part of th
lengthy artice.

rry

Jerry & Judie Lehenbauer
National Director

AUGUST RALLY UPDATE

The Westport Rally, August4-15 is going to be fantastic! We now have 3
sailors working on this weekend extravaganza. The Wagonmasters are Anr]
Robert Crippen (Chief), the large and frestrabs will be captured by Jacque
and Bob Lowe(Petty Officer), then by popular demand tr@se races will
return being directed by Linda and John Haley (Boatswain). This could be
your chance to win lots of money!

This will be a Polynesian/Hawaiian weekend so bring colorful Aloha Shirts,

Mumusd or Beach wear. Fresils that Wilemak2iit &
easier to clean out all that crab meat. And for the horse races, bring lots of §
bills. On Friday we auction the horses and the new owners get to race their
horses for the owners cup. Horse owners will also be decorating thevsoden
horses in Polynesian/Hawaiian garb for the full races on Saturday. If you ha
guestions about the hor bakyi@ames e

There are lots of other activities planned so get yoegistration in quick as

W

spacemay be limited.

ail
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mailto:haley-jl@q.com

Norcold Voluntarily Further Extends
Refrigerator Recall

Norcold has voluntarily extended a prior
recall to include refrigerator models 1200LR,
1200LRIM and 1201LRIM manufactured
from March 1, 2001 to December 31, 2002.
Each cooling unit under the extension has a
serial number between 1273701 and
1536607.

Norcold has notified the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and
Transportation Canada of the extension upon
becoming aware that the recall could involve
additional refrigerators, which may under
certain conditions, result in high
temperatures and possibly a fire.

In addition to the recall above, Norcold has
determined that it is necessary to modify the
remedy associated with a previous recall to
models 1200LR and 1200LRIM with cooling
unit serial numbers 700000 and 1008700,
manufactured between December 1996 and
February 1999. Owners who responded to
this previous recall will be contacted
instructing them to bring their recreational
vehicle into a service center so that a safety
thermal switch kit can be installed on the
replaced cooling unit.

Vehicle owners with these newly recalled
models or those who obtained a remedy to
models 1200LR, 1201LRM and 1200LRIM
must stop operating their refrigerator until it
has been inspected and repaired. Persons
owning an affected refrigerator can call
Norcold at 1-800-767-9101 for additional
important information and to obtain the
location of the nearest Norcold Service
Center. Information is also available at
www.norcold.com (Select Customer Support,
then Recall Info).

AThe first priority of
our customers, 0 said
Sales and Marketing f

continue to improve upon our products and
these recalls are a result of that continuous
i mprovement process. 0
cha
d

AThere wil!/l be no
| abor to repair the

encourage customers to bring their unit to a
Norcold Service Center as soon as possible
to ensure theircont i nued

Letters detailing the recall extension will be
sent to all Manufacturers, Distributors,

safety]

Dealers and Service Centers. Owners of the previous recall
remedy will be contacted as soon as possible.

A\
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From the Grapevine

Well, Country Coach hastarted manufacturing coaches o
a custom basis with all sales being handled at the factory|
Monaco has found new life as a subsidiary of Navistar.
How this plays out in the future has not been decided. O
thing is certain though, the new Monaco has sdived
themselves of any responsibility for existing warranty wor
through their bankruptcy action. It would seem that
Monaco/Navistar would instill more customer trust by
following through on previous warranty commitments. |
got an email from Kay Tool®n, President of Monaco;
saying that | was a valued customer and they wanted me
know that Monaco was back. I'm sorry, it'll take more tha
an email for me to trust them again or believe their
promises.

We've had some good rallies lately, but attendance has
dropped off. We miss some of our old friends and would
like to know what you are doing and where you are. Droy
me an email at gdpirie@aol.corand we'll updatethe Club
membersn a future newsletter

We had a great Homecoming and a minirally at Lake
Chelan afterward. Jill Riker celebrated her 39th, yada,
yada, yada birthday and got her hooves and wings. A lot
fun was had by all and thank& David and Jill for the
fabulous limo wine tour.

The Rdly at Prosser also turned out great with the
highlight the "Taco Wagon" dinner at the Canon de Sol
Winery. Our thanks to Victor Cruz for letting us use his
beautiful venue.

Joanne Souter is now in a nursing home where the staff
can better look after her.Our prayers go out to Chuck and
Joanne.

Bob and Jill Preston had to take a hiatus fro@lub
activities and we wish thernoth a speedy return

Ga(r)r¥ acnd a hr¥nsR¢itd rtl%ve a%r?egl tto St?ﬁ #'n a}nd be Ra
el\)\l\l/a§tﬁrs ﬁ)[]t = rpm%l@dgr o{,tﬁe %e;ﬁsoﬁ. e sidled
rwagah Mmaster valunteghg.e OW@lub is totally volunteer and
it's much better to share the work among all the members
rather than continually relying on a few. It's fun to be a
wagon master and it is really appreciated by @Bkib.

V\e alsg peed sugstions qn sites foy future rally's. We'd
flikecte kegp them within @ birs githe.SeattlerTigeoma areal
but we are also considering sites in Oregon. If you have
favorite, let me know.Jerry and Judie Lehenbauer did all
©f the vendor coordination for th&MCA Rally in Albany,
OR. It was a lot of work and a great success. Kudos to
Jerry & Judie.
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