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2010
Rally Calendar & Wagon Masters

March 26 thru 28, 2010
Rest-A-Whilc RV Park
Hoodsport, WA

Larry & Jan Darling
Dorothy & Len McCaughan
Ralph & Coleen Schmitt

April 22 thru 25, 2010
Homecoming Rally
Land Yacht Harbor
Lacey, WA

George & Glenda Pirie

June 25 thru 27

Silver Cove RV Resort
Silver Lake, WA 98645
Dave & Mary Osborn

August 6 thru 8, 2010
Fidalgo Bay Resort
Anacortes, WA, 98221
Mike & Patti Bell
Gene & Liz Kraiter
Chuck Souter

August 11 thru 14, 2010
FMCA's 84th International Convention

Deschutes County Fair-and Expo Center
Redmond, OR

September 16 thru 19, 2010
Clallam County Fairgrounds
Port Angeles, WA

Ralph & Coleen Schmitt

October 21 thru 24, 2010
Land Yacht Harbor
Lacey, WA

GARYV Board

If you know of a member that needs some
SUNSHINE please contact Irma Harris.
Email: irmajharris@peoplepc.com

Happy 2010 GARV Members! | can still remember thinking the
year 2000 was some science fiction future. Well here we are in
2010... uff

Today, as our economy adjusts to different business models we
find ourselves concerned about the future, what will it bring,
what will we do if **'something™ happens...

Why am | talking about this? Well, I believe in these stressful
times our RV pastime is very important for our mental and
physical well being. As humans, we "awfulize; we tend to drop
down into a ditch and go through all the possible BAD outcomes
in our minds. RVing lets us escape, even if just for a few days.
When Meghann and I climb into the coach and head down the
road, what's important seems to be more clear. We can
"unplug’ and enjoy life, we can talk quietly without interruption
and all the mundane chores of daily existence slip away. We
know we'll be back to reality soon, bills, children, grandchildren,
pets, investment accounts, etc. After a few days in the coach we
can return to these tasks fresh and in their proper perspective.
Our Great American Recreational Vehicle Club provides us with
a great excuse to go out and play. It saddens me to see fewer
members turning out at our rally events. Please don't pass on
these opportunities to go out and play with friends. Do NOT go
down the list of excuses, the kids, the money, the house, the
garden. Our rallies last only a few days, yet the return is
reflecting in the quality of your life. Do NOT wait until
everything is perfect before venturing out.

In March, we'll have a great time on the Hood Canal. Checking
in with friends who stayed in the warm part of the United States
this year. We'll be laughing at live crab races, playing games,
eating great food... why would you not come?

At Homecoming, wow, we have professional vendors coming,
John Haley is giving driving safety classes, wine tasting is back
by popular demand and yes the spa is going to be even bigger and
better this year. Saturday night, we have Bayview Catering back
for a great meal followed by live professional entertainment by
Bernie and Red for an evening of amazing fun. All of this
prepared for you at a fraction of the cost of just one night out of
drinks, dinner and a movie with your sweetie.

Come out and play with us!

Happy Travels,

Jim and Meghann

In the end, it's not going to matter how many breaths you

took, but how many moments took your breath away
- shing xiong
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Club Officers

President
Jim & Meghann Hurst
360-438-0465
J.mhurst@msn.com
1" Vice-President
George & Glenda Pirie
253-839-2563
gdpirie@aol.com
2™ Vice-President(Rally Masters)
Garry & Kathryn Reid
360-438-2338
katreid49@yahoo.com
Secretary

Leroy & Eunice Johnson
360-829-0545
smokey@tx3.net
Treasurer
Robyn & Carolyn Moore
360-866-2228
moorerlcl@comcast.net
FMCA National Director
Jerry & Judie Lehenbauer
425-883-6873
jjilehenbauer@yahoo.com
Alt National Director
Dave & Mary Osborn
253-838-1272
dmosborn@comecast.net

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Call, write or e-mail us with your questions
or comments. The GARV Board.

Is Baja in Your Future?

Next January
Garry and
Kathryn Reid
are planning to
fulfill one of the
items on their
“bucket list.”
They are putting together a small group to
travel down the Baja Peninsula as far a La
Paz. One couple has already made a
commitment. Another couple is still on the
fence. Their plan is to cross the border into
Mexico on January 15 and be back in the
states on February 28. If this you are
interested in joining the group contact Garry
by email ( cgr49@yahoo.com) or phone (360-
480-7967.)

Rally Masters Report

What a way to kick the winter blahs and jump into Spring — the
March Rally at Rest-A-While on Hood Canal. This is our maiden
rally of 2010. It promises to be the perfect way to shake the gray of
winter. Compliments of the Darlings and their helper couples you’ll
enjoy this getaway. Homemade clam chowder, a fire in the clubhouse,
ample opportunity to visit with friends, a frantic, frenzied White
Elephant Exchange, live Crab Races — does it get any better than this.
There is still time for you to get in on the fun. Better hurry. You
don’t want to miss this rally.

Puerto Penasco es Muy Bonito.

Eight GARV couples along with 19 other rigs caravanned to Puerto
Penasco (Rocky Point), Mexico in February. We spent two weeks
soaking up the sun, eating fabulous meals and spending our pesos on
things we just couldn’t live without and now we don’t know what to
do with.

John Haley headed up the Horse Races that many of you experienced
at last Augusts' rally in Westport. It was a huge success. The bidding
was furious. In spite of stiff competition, co-owners Kathryn & Garry
Reid, won the final heat of the owners’ races. Kathryn, a novice
jockey, rode like a pro, driving her filly to a close but victorious
finish.

Robert & Anne Crippen made out well for their first time in Puerto
Penasco. Robert headed up the Mexican Snakes (ladder golf)
Tournament in which Anne and LeRoy Johnson, cheered on by
Eunice, took first place. Duane & Karen Roberts enjoyed watching
the fun after Duane was knocked out of the running.

The group was in Mexico for Mardi Gras. Besides joining in the
festivities in town we had our own celebration. In honor of our four-
legged friends, we started with a Pet Parade. It was no surprise that
Carole Buchanan and her new Yorkie, Sassy, were prize winners.
The two cuties belonging to Carl and Sue Pedersen also won a
ribbon. This was followed by a human Mardi Gras costume parade.
Robert and Dave Steinman wowed the judges by showing up dressed
as women and
flirting shamelessly
with the judges.
Dinner was
organized by John
and Linda Haley
and a large group
of assistants. The
group made a
fabulous gumbo
and rice dinner.
YUM!

Dave and Lynda
Steinman organized
a Bean Bag Toss Tournament. Lynda and Leroy took first place.
Vick Buchanan and his partner came in second.

Good friends, good times and good weather is what this trip is all
about.

Garry & Kathryn Reid
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Report on our project to make
helmet liners and neck coolers for
our troops overseas

In November | sent 8 crocheted helmet liners
to be included in a Christmas shipment to
Afghanistan through an organization called
"Operation Support Our Troops", a local
group that sends supplies to the troops
overseas.

| will be sending the helmet and neck coolers
to them the last week in January so they can
be included in their next shipment as the
weather will be heating up.

If you would be interested in learning more
about this organization their website is;
www.operation-support-our-troops.ord. This
explains their mission and activities. | read
about them in the Tacoma News Tribune and
contacted them as a way to get the helmet
liners and neck coolers shipped to the
troops.

Thank you to the GARV members who have
made items so far. Keep them coming.

Anyone who would like to knit, crochet or
sew some of these items please contact me
for more info and directions for making these
items.

Karen Roberts
kdventures@msn.com
(253)-875-3596

From the Secretary
Just a reminder to GARV members to let
the Club know of any changes to your
address, phone numbers, or email
addresses. That way you won’t miss out
on getting rally flyers and newsletters.
Also, members need to let FMCA know
of any changes to addresses, phone
numbers, and email. GARYV can’t do it
for you as FMCA requires that it be done
by the member.

Never tell your problems to
anyone...20% don't care and the other
80% are glad you have them.

- Lou Holtz

Notes from your Treasurer

Expenses since December have
been minor - Bank Statement
charges, Non-Profit filing, and
Rest-A-While RV park deposit are
the only expenses.

Received a few additional member
renewals. Our membership now stands at 96, down from 119 last
year.

George Pirie recently sent an email reminder to those who have not
renewed. Maybe we will get a few more.

Hope you all can enjoy the friendship and fun at any or all of the
rallies planned for this year. Hope to see ya there.

Don’t forget to file your
Hint: If your Motorhome qualifies
as a second home per IRS Pub. 936
and the Motorhome is collateral for
the loan and you itemize
deductions, then your interest
payments are deductable.

Robyn & Carolyn Moore

The GARV Club lost a dear friend
in December when June Elliott
passed away after a courageous
battle with lung cancer. June and
Don were longstanding members of
the GARV Club and over the years
her gregarious personality led to her
many friends and fond memories.
June had quite a legacy at the Pegs
and Jokers table that no one will
ever be able to top!! During the games, conversations always turn to
June and how her competitive spirit made the game so much fun.
Comments are still popping out today, Sid Hallin says of our lucky lady
“just keep on drawing those jokers” and Diana Armstrong said “I always
pick the pink pegs (June’s favorite) and try to play like killer June”. At
her memorial service the minister asked for someone in the audience to
explain where the nickname "Killer June" came from. Even after her
passing she still brought laughter to her friends. We will all enjoy our
fond memories of her, appreciate her caring ways and concern for others;
and never forget her positive attitude. Oh, how we will miss our special
lady who brought us so much fun and joy. Our condolences and thanks
for the fond memories go out to Don and their family.

When life gives you a hundred reasons to cry, show life
that you have a thousand reasons to smile

T ajd
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From the Grapevine
Not much to report on this time. We have
cancelled January and February Rallies
because so many are down South and rest are
not willing to brave the weather that the
Northwest gives us in Winter. Attendance at
all rallies has been dropping and the board
will have to look at the less well attended
ones and see if continuing them is
worthwhile. 1f the membership wants to
continue with six rallies a year, then you
need to show your approval by your
attendance. In 2011 we will be moving
Homecoming from April to June to have
better weather and to accommodate more of
our members who winter in the southwest.
We are still looking for suggestions for new
venues for rallies in 2011 and 2012.
After the Summer 2010 Newsletter, | will no
longer be the editor. Quite frankly the words
do not flow as easily as they once did and
Glenda wants to travel more while we are
still able. After 4 years of Newsletter editing
it is time to step aside and make room for
some new energy. Anyone who wants to
volunteer should contact me or any board
member.

AARP Driver Training At
Homecoming

The AARP Driver Safety program updates and
instructs seniors on safe driving techniques.
Many new state and national regulations are
introduced as well as techniques to deal with all
the new
technologies
used in the
driving
environment.
This course is
conducted in
two sessions of 4 hours in each session. At the
conclusion of the course participants receive a
certificate. Most all Insurance Companies
provide a discount on annual premiums when
provided copies of this certificate. The AARP
Driver Safety is nationally recognized as the
leading driver program for seniors. The
instructor will be GARV member John Haley and
cost per participant is $14 with a $2.00 discount
for AARP members. The first session will be
Friday, 9 to 1 pm, followed by the second
session, Saturday 9 to 1 pm. If you plan on
attending please let John know shortly after
arriving at Homecoming.

o Homecoming 2010
We're reminding the many that the few are doing a lot of work to have a

bang-up Homecoming this year. Bernie and Red will be our featured
entertainers on Saturday night. This couple get rave reviews where ever
they put on a show

We will have
a catered dinner on Saturday night and Jay Baxter is heading up a Pizza
Night on Friday. For those that arrive early there's always the ever
favorite Chinese Buffet or a Pot Luck. We'll have different kinds of
seminars and we're trying to set up a Saturday swap meet for your un

used RV related items. David and Jill Riker will host a dog event on
Saturday and Jerry Lehenbauer and Tom Baxter will reprise their well
received wine appreciation seminar. We're still trying to set up a craft
class and display on Saturday and John Haley will teach the AARP Safe
Driving Class. The theme this year will be "Putting on the Ritz", so dig
out your glad rags and be part of the show. We are also inviting other RV
Clubs in the Northwest to come join in at our Homecoming Rally. Guests
with an RV will be welcome.

A Motorhome Dehumidifier

In the past we have used desiccant crystal dehumidifiers which are small,
messy and the crystals need to be replaced when used. There are electric
versions of desiccant dehumidifiers that must be plugged in periodically
to dry out the crystals, and you can't do it in the coach or else you are
putting the moisture right back from where you just removed it. These

units cost about $25 and their capacity is only

vt @ useful for a closet size room. Larger

dehumidifiers use a motor driven air
conditioner type compressor to remove
moisture and cost from $150 to $200. We
wanted something a little more convenient and
in the $50 range. What we finally found was
the EVA-DRY EDV-1100. It is a small unit
that uses a Peltier effect solid state
thermoelectric cooling to condense the moisture. The unit has a self
contained fan to move air past the element, is 8.5 in high, 6 in wide and 5
in deep. Its container will hold 16 oz of water and will automatically shut
off when full. It is much quieter than the larger motor driven units. We
have been using one in our coach since December when the coach is idle
and plugged in to electricity and it collects a cup of water every 4 days.
That's almost 2 quarts of water a month that would otherwise be going to
mold, mildew, corrosion and odors. We have been pleased with its
performance and it has lived up to the manufacturers claims. It is
available from a number of on-line sources. We got ours from Amazon
for about $40. If you're using your coach the heat pumps will dehumidify
the air, the furnace will not.
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